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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO 

ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

TO:

Interested Parties

FROM:
Yolo County Planning and Public Works Department

DATE:

May 10, 2010
SUBJECT:
Circulation of a Mitigated Negative Declaration and Notice of Intent to Adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration 


Applicant:  Yolo County General Services                                     
                    625 Court Street, Room 203
                    Woodland, CA  95695

Site Location: The project site consists of several parcels located along County Road 95 adjacent to the Yolo County Airport, and along Aviation Avenue and County Road 29. Assessor Parcel Numbers include (APN: 037-010-15, -17, -21, -22; 038-120-04, -07, -08, -09, -10; 040-190-06, -32, -45, -46)
Description of Project: Groups of trees in the vicinity of the Yolo County Airport have been identified as penetrations of protected airspace. Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 77, “Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace” identifies the airspace that must remain clear to ensure the safe operation of aircraft to, from, and near airports. In administering the provisions of FAR Part 77, the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) objective is to “ensure the safety of aircraft and the efficient use of navigable airspace by aircraft.”

The majority of trees to be removed are located along County Road 95, adjacent to the airport. Other groups of trees are located south of Aviation Ave. and south of County Road 29. The penetrating trees will be removed and the stumps may be pulled out or ground out. The debris will be removed from the area. Yolo County will work with the contractor to minimize the number and length of truck trips required to haul away the trunks and chipped material. All cutting would occur during the fall to avoid the bird breeding season. 
Yolo County will fund the planting of 30 new native riparian trees at the Chickahominy Creek Ranch Conservation Area (CCR), located approximately 2 miles west of the project area. In addition, the County will provide financial assistance to landowners that wish to replant trees on their property. Specifically, the County shall fund the planting of a new tree for every removed tree (i.e., 1:1 replacement ratio) up to five trees per acre. The newly planted trees will be limited to native species that are suitable for nesting by Swainson’s hawks and will not exceed FAA height restrictions. 
Environmental Determination: An Environmental Checklist and Initial Study were prepared to examine potential areas of impact resulting from this project. The Initial Study found that the proposed project could not have a significant effect on the environment with mitigation measures incorporated into the project. As a result, an Environmental Impact Report was determined not to be required and a Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared.     

Availability of Documents: The Mitigated Negative Declaration and supporting Environmental Checklist/Initial Study are now available for public review at the following locations:

   General Services Department                                     Planning and Public Works Department

   625 Court Street, Room 203                  AND             292 W. Beamer Street

   Woodland, CA 95695                                                  Woodland, CA.  95695
The documents are also available online at http://www.yolocounty.org/Index.aspx?page=1350
Comments on the Negative Declaration: The County requests your comments on the Mitigated Negative Declaration during a 30-day review period, which commences May 10, 2010. 

The Initial Study may be obtained from, and written, e-mailed, or oral comments may be directed to:

Ray Groom, Director
Yolo County Department of General Services
625 Court Street, Room 203
Woodland, CA 95695

(530) 666-8114
ray.groom@yolocounty.org

A public hearing will be scheduled with the Yolo County Board of Supervisors subsequent to the closing of the 30-day review period. For more information on this future public hearing, please contact the General Services Department at the information listed above. All interested parties are invited to attend the public hearing(s) or send written communications to the General Services Department no later than the relevant hearing date.  
John Bencomo


DIRECTOR












